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Picnic [n Autum

Parichat Ranchanavarserat

Last autumn, when the maple leaves were
about to turn red, foreign students of the
Wakavama University were invited to a
picnic at Kada National Park with some of
the Japanese Host Families. We had lunch
together at a restaurant there, and after
that we went out to the wide open-aired lawn
for a picnic. We played many games
including badminton and volleyball. There,
Benjawan and | were introduced to the
Matsubaras and the Kuriyamas. We enjoyed
ourselves very much playing with their
little children. That evening. we were
invited to the Kuriyamas' place. We had
delicious dinner with them and the Maeda who
is also 2 member of WIN CONCORD. Mr. and
Mrs. Kuriyama have a very interesting hobby,
that is to study seven languages naturally.
They are leading members of the Lex. Hippo
Family Club, Wakayama branch. Late that
night, Mr. Kuriyvama, accompanied by his two
little children, drove us back home. We were
quite impressed with that joyful day and
would like to say thank you to all WIN
CONCORD' 5 members. Special thanks to all
those who participated in WIN CONCORD Host
Fami ly Program

Y
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Toyota Study Tour

Benjaran Nimenonda

The very first trip of the year 1992 for
foreign students at Wakayama University was

organised and fully spoesored by WIN
CONCORD during January 21-22, 1882 At T7.20
a.m on Jan 21, we started off for a two-
day-one-night excursion tour led by Mr.Goto
and Ms. Nakatani from Wakavama Shiminkaikan
by a comfortable coach. The number of
foreign students joining this trip was
fifteen with two Japanese tour leaders. As
pur main aim is to make a  study tour at

the leading automobile company in Japan
the Toyota Motor Corporation at Toyota City,
Nagoya, this trip would not have been
successfully arranged without great help in
coordinating with the company by the
president of the Toyota Vista Wakayama. Mr.
Kaise who also accompanied all the way until

we left Toyota. During the long journey,
most of us dozed off to make up for the
exceptionally early wake-up in that morning
while the rest kept talking. For those who
were hungry or thirsty, canned drinks and
ONIGIRI were served. '

We arrived at the Tovota Motor Corporation
at around 12.30 a.m according to the time
scheduled, and were shown the way to a well
decorated hall. There we were warmly
welcomed by the company Public Relations
Director and staffs. Delicious Japanese
lunches were provided for evervone. This was
confirmed by a one-year-and-pight-month-old
Hungarian boy, a very cute child of the
Aghs (one of the foreign students), who
said the word OISHII with a2 very loud voice.
While eating, the director who is evidently
well-rounded and interesting, kept on asking
us about pur countries and our Studies here
in Japan. After lunch., he began to give us
the story of the Toyota company. how it has
been established and mamaged. A lot of



useful and interesting information on
Toyota was also provided in detailed and
colorful booklets. A lot of gquestions were
asked and answered, and | am sure that all
of us benefitted from the discussion. After
lunch-talks, we were guided downstairs to
Toyota Kaikan Exhibition Hall, where new
models of Toyota cars are displayed. There
are also the exhibition of autoparts, future
cars. and & high-tech corner where we could
design cars according tp our own
imzgination. Then we went on for factory
tours to Kamigo Plant which has been
operated since 1965 with present capacity of
producing 7.700 engines/day. The most
interesting point was that this plant 1s
almost fully automatic with robot assembly
line accounting for 96% of the productivity.
There are only one or two men at this plant.
Next we were led to the car body assembly
factory known as Motomachi Plant which has
been operated since 1858 with the present
capacity of assembling 1,000 cars/day in
four models, i.e. Crown, 50400, Soarer, and
Mark 1. This plant is also interesting in
that all the perfect works are carried out
systematically on the continually moving
conveyor belt with only two or three men at
gach point. As there was a company girl who
can speak good English leading us to these
two factories, we could gain 2 lot from
this knowledgeable trip.

At around 5.00 p.m., we left Tovota and
headed back to Mie Prefecture where we would
stay overnight at NTT lodging. Two hours
later we reached the destination tired and
hungry. After a check-in. we had dinner
together. We chatted and played some games

and a quiz before saying OYASIMINASA! to one
another. Thanks to being given 3 separate
room all of us could rest and sleep very
well to be fresh for the following day's
ski trip.

In the morning. after having breakfast. we
started of f promptly for Gozaisho in Mie.
About two hours later, we got there and
changed into ski wear (also provided by
WIN). We rode 2 cable car up to the top of
the mountain. The temperature was as low as
0 °C. We rented the ski equipment, walked
with difficulty to the ski slope, and began
to learn the art of skiing. Some of us were
quick and could ski pretty well while others
could just slide for only 2 few meters and
after fell down. Anyway. all of us enjoyed
purselves so much. We had about & one-hour
break for lunch in 3 restaurant there and
continued skiing. this time a little bit
better. Although we did not want to, we had
to leave Gozaisho for Wakayame at 4.00
o' clock. Because of the traffic jams, we got
to Wakayama City at nearly 9.00 p.m tired
yet joyful.

This trip is a memorable one as it was the
first time almost all the foreign students
made a trip together, and surely it was very
knowledgeable. Great appreciation is to be
given Lo all WIN CONCORD members. and we
hope we can have this kind of opportunity
again with the coming new foreign students.
Thank you very much.
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Josie F. Rayos del Sol (23 i=—)
Philippines Business Economics
I like sports. I've already tried many kinds of sports, but swimming is the recreation |
like doing best, | also like dancing like modern and jazz.
I like travelling & lot, too. Combined with studying., it becomes more meaningful. Being here
in Japan enables me to learn something about the business side of Japan as well as its
culture, which should prove interesting. Learning languages is also one of my other
interests.

Nguven Thi Hong Thuy (k)

Vietnam R
Agh Karoly
Hungary leasing

Thank you very much for all your work and kindness. I enjoyed the Tovota Trip of last vear
really very much. May we have anyother possibility to visit companies. please help us.
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All that WIN have done for us is great enough, but if there is something else we can ask for,
| would appreciate it if a regular home-visit program were provided. This is just for the
Japanese who don’ t mind our regular visit at their house every week, if possible. Through
this. we can practice Japanese. exchange culture and understand the Japanese better.
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Ekutu Honzemba
taire(Africa) Business Administration
I'ma very religious (Jehovah's witness a4/ 3@DFEA). S0 you can excuse me if sometimes in
the future, 1 don't do something which is wrong to my Christian conscience guided by the
Bible.



Anura Zoysa
)=y s Management Accounting
| am a university lecturer by profession and professionaly qualified accountant. [ hope to
do my masters and PhD in Japan and continue to serve as a lecturer on my return to Sri
Lanka.
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Wang Zhi-min (F &0

China Humn Resource Management
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Mohamad Asri Mahat
Malaysia Business Management
Give more informtion for students how to study here. Make a relationship among the students.
like through sport and camping.

b R
i R
WRED OH, AEFEETY, BT, HBSHTHHELACShS->TEhERLE T oE3EL
feWEB-TEh %D,

F4LEY FTrh=d Z70F (F==)
FaUE~ Economics

Mohamad Bin Harun

ZL—vF R
Endera Arachchige Weerasinghe
ANSH R
B
chiE EE

i3, BEAOGELCTFREEOMET /20, 4 EEHIcPEO Hgh S BERICEDE L, 2482
iKblz=T, FHEHIEEFRIGE-T,. BEAEEEVE L 5&& L0 T BICH@Lmr Rk
EOWEFOTHEEIC - T, VEED 4 Bl babicibn # L,

=ps

—
e

Page 12




A Farewell Thank-you

Vatchara Thitithanyanont

It has been a month since I've left this
town, Wakayama! Nakatani San has been
asking me several times to write something
for the Win newsletter. I used my master
things as a good excuse to get out of doing
any extra work. This time she asked me to
write something for the WIN Concord
newsletter. 1 am not very lucky this time
since ["'m the only student who didn’t
return home right away after graduation.
Even | myself wonder “do I really love Japan
that much?”

I came to Japan in April 1989 on a Monbusho
scholarship as a research student. All of us
were sent to several language schools
(Tokyo gaidai, Osaka gaidai ete) to have
some basic Japanese conversation for 6
months. After we completed our Japanese
course we were sent to the university that
Monbusho selected for us. In my batch, there
were more than 150 foreign students coming
from every where. We all came from different
cultures and different back grounds but
after all we became such good friends.

No one asked for cutural exchange. nobody
talked about internationalization. Things
just happened so naturally.

As many people say “We all meet to part.”
The honeymoon time in Japan ended soon after
we finished Osaka gaidai. In my batch there
were 3 foreign students coming to Wakayama.

Two from Malaysia, one from the Philippines,
one from Bhutan. All of us had almost the
same level of Japanese - real beginner - and
we shared one thing in common ; we didn’'t
know much about this town. There was
nothing like Win Concord or anything when we
came. We came in October which was not the
time to look for apartment near the
university since the students who live there
would move only during the beginning of the
semester. Besides. there were much fewer
apartments than students.

Almost all of us had to depend on Fudosan.
I'd like to mention here that the house
renting system in Japan is unique and quite
difficult for foreigners to do by
themselves without help from the Japanese,
It is such 2 big decision since the key
money is a lot of money for us. Remy and [
went to see Fudosanyasan by ourselves. With
6 months of Japanese, you can imagine how
much we could commnicate.

Time flies. We all managed to graduate. 3
years in Wakayama was a valuable experience
for me. The first year in Wakayama [ didn't
have any Japanese friends. | had wanted to
be friends with the Japanese, but [ just
didn’ t know how. To be honest, [ didn't like
this town in the beginning. | felt so
lonely and bored. The second year when [
became busier with school and got to know
some Japanese, my life here had become much
more pleasent to live. Without support and
encouragement from my friends. | wouldn't
have been able to come this far.

| wish that all my ohai’ wouldn't have to
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experience what | have been through. | wish
them an easier path. and that they could
love this town from the beginning. 1 also
wish that WIN Concord will stand together
with Wakayama to help and support foreign
students and to help better understanding
between Japanese and foreigners.

As a representative of Wakayama university
graduate students, 1 would like to use this
opportunity that Nakatani San gave me to
express my deepest gratitude to you all.
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The Jf. Pinatubo

Josie F. Rayos del Sol

In the Philippines, there's at least one
constant piece of news that always warrants
front page item in newspapers/headline news
on TV: the Mt. Pinatubo eruption. Everyday
one either hears or reads of the misfortune
which now has become a common occurrence for
the townsfolk within the area - of houses,
plants and crops and livestock being
overtaken by Iahar (a Japanese word meaning
“a mudflow containing much volcanic




debris™). of people sometimes being buried
alive in the mudflow. of wastelands becoming
bigger and bigger.

Often recalled was the time when Mt.
Pinatubo blotted out the heavens, converted
three o' clock early afternoon in Metro
Manila into an eerie seven o' clock evening.
frightening the blase cityfolk and fooling
the roosters to early roost, as the city
witnessed a downpour of ashfall that lasted
till the following day. It looked liked snow
had finally arrived in the Philippines, a
tropical Southeast Asian country.

A leading national pubication writes that
the most dreadful feature of Mt. Pinatubo is
that of contending with the overpowering
forces of nature, before which even the
world' s best engineers and scientists cannot
find a way to stop the mudflood. And unlike
a typhoon or an earthquake, the calamity
does not go away after a day or two. It
hovers around for three to five years.

The Mt. Pinatubo eruption may not have
killed many people here and there like the
killer earthquake (July 1990). But it
enclustered and smothered a whole region
turning once productive areas into millions
of hectares of uninhabitable land. The
death it brings with it is a slow painful
one - it kills their livelihood, depriving
them of their trade, jobs, houses and farms
without which life is not worth living.

A distravght housewife was said to have
defined the horrible problem better than the
volcanology scientists and government

experts: “Our house has collapsed, Our farm
is covered by two feet of sand. Our carabao
has died. There s no rice for the family.
We cannot plant. What shall [ do? Who will
feed my children?”

The havoc it has brought is of such a
magnitude that already it is on its way (if
not yet) to the Guinness Book of World
Records as the biggest voleanic eruption in
the century since Krakatoa whose explosion
was heard by half of the world and whose
ashes circumavigated the globe.

The Philippines is located within a seismic
belt called Ring of Fire.” which encircles
the Pacific coasts of North and South
America and Asia. The country has no less
than 200 volcanoes, 14 of which are active.
The Mt. Pinatubo eruption came as a surprise
to all - everyone assumed it was extinct
until its eruption last June 9. after having
lain dormant for more than 600 years.

The eruption itself caused very little

damage. However, the ongoing lahar flow
will bury towns in Central Luzon and turn
prodective lands into desert.

The goverment it now doing all it can to
evacuate the people in the towns affected
and providing them with food, medication,
and shelter during the period of emergency.
Just feeding evacuees. averaging 120, 000
everyday, according to the country's
Department of Social Welfare and
Development costs 49.5 million pesos per
month (US$1. 8 million).
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The government alone. however, does not have
what it takes to undertake adequate relief
operation. It does not have the formula for
stopping the mudflows, nor the money and
time to put up the bridges (which are just
a5 soon washed away by the lahar once
repaired), nor the money and the system of
feeding about a million people for months.
The problem is of such @ magnitude that the
church and the private sector will have to
be fully involved. Donors nationwide and
abroad are being tapped to contribute to the
Central Luzon Lahar-Mudflow Victims.
Although thousands have already responded,
much more needs to be done as the worst is
yet to come. Up to when no one really knows.
One of the immediate needs right now is the
rehabilitation of the Pinatubo victims who
stand helpless against the natural calamity
which has befallen them It is important for
prospective donors to note that these
evacuees are not charity cases. Rather,
they were productive citizens who were
victims of a natural disaster.

With this in mind, numerous appeals are
being sent out to many places to help
alleviate the plight of these people.
Likewise. in Japan, the same appeal is being
made to kind-hearted
duals/philanthropic groups who may wish to
extend assistance to these victims, The
need for such assistance cannot be
overemphasized. These people are in dire
need of help.

indivi

Une force that could overcome the force or
havoc of MNature is the force of the people.
People Power, as the Filipinos call it.

Note: Contributions may be sent in through
Ms. Kimiko Nakatani (53-0908) or Josie
Ravos del Sol (54-5161).
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