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Land of the Unexpected

Otto Nakanel Ferua

(Papua New Guinea)

In this day and age. when civilization is
centuries ald, you are more Lhan sure Lo think
that everybody needs money for survival. You
could be proved wrang. 1T you Lhink that by
religious principles and moral practices. a
man can marry only one wife, you could be
surprised. I[ you also think that no one
counlry has more than a hundred distinct
languages, you could be amazed, You may have
been Lo America. Europe and Africa and
conclude thal you have seen all Lhe wonders of
the world. You have not seen them all. The
Land of the Unexpected sLill has surprises in
store for you,
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First, let's study a bit of geography Logether.
Get a world map and [ind the location ol Lhe
Land af the Unexpected. This land lies
latitede 0 to 14 degrees south and longitude
141 to 160 degrees east. You can discover Lhe
name of Lthis land for yoursell bul here it
will be referred to as the Land of the
Unexpected or, simply, The Land.

The Land has a dual economy. There is the
modern markel economy and Lhe subsislence
economy existing side by side. IT you have
sludied economics and markel systems, Lhen
vou will know exactly what this deal system is
| ike.

Nearly one third of the population of the Land
is dependent on the subsislence economy,
thereby rendering money almosl completely

useless. Ooe can survive [or weeks wilthout
spending any money whatlsoever. Thal does not

mean that one does not feed. clothe and house
oneself, however. These are basic necessities
for survival, bul they are available free of
charge (one does not pay as one receives a
service or goods). In a stricl economic sense,
these necessilies are not free because labour

is required Lo converl resources into useable




products. One's efforts must be compensaled,
Paymenl is made in a completely different
manner. though. There is division of labour.
Members of the community. uswally the family
unit, are assigned to specific
respensibilities which are either directly or
indirectly benelficial to the society as a
whole. With a little help from modern
technology. Lhe system works.

Such is Lhe system which supports almost 30%
of the Land's population and which exists
along with the market economy where money is
the medium of alwost every transaction,

The Land" s area is just over 462 square
kilometers with much of it covered with
Lropical rain lorests. The terrain is rough.
There are only Iwo seasons, wet and dry and
Lthe temperature ranges from 20-30 degrees
Celsius.

The Land is home Lo some of the most beauliful
and Lhe rarest plants and animals in the
world, such as certain species of orchids and
birds of paradise.

The Land is blessed with an abundance of
natural resources including oil and minerals,
lish, forests and fertile farm lands. To many
multi-national companies. it is a land of
golden opportunily.

It is. however. very small in terms of
economic output. Its GNP in 1991 was
approximately US $3 billion, but this is only

the outpul of the market seclor of Lhe economy.

The output of the subsistence sector is not
included as it is lechnically imposible Lo
measure in money valuoe.

Village People

The Land has a population of only 4.2 million
but it is well-known to linguists for it"s
many languages. Linguists have idenliflied
more than TOO distinct languages. each spoken
by several thousands of people.

The people in the subsistence sector live in
small tribes each characterized by ils own
culture. There are so many of Lhese tribes
that the land is comelimes called Lhe “Land
of a thousand tribes”.

Before Christianity was introduced to the Land
in the early 19th century, the people
worshipped idols. Today. all the people are
Christians. with Catholics making up TOX of
the population. but in some parts of the Land,
there are Christians who still worship idols.

Christianily does not allow anybody to have
Iwo spouses. MNevertheless. menm in the Land can
marry more than one woman. My father married
iwo wives. | know of men who have [ive wives
and |'ve heard that there are even men wilh
as many as twelve wives. Usuvally. tribal
chiefs marry aboul five wives and most men
marry two or Lhree.
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The reasons [or Lhis praclice are many, bul
two need to be menlioned. Firstly, il is a
stow of wealth, Men have Lo pay a large dowry
for Lheir wives and marrying more means
payving more, which indicates a man's
[inancial status, Secondly. il is a social
security measure. Marrying more wives means
more children which guarantees a comlortable
life during old age.

This praclice has been in existence since well
before the' introduction of Christianity. To
adhere to Lhe Christian lenel of marrying
only one wife would mean killing a centuries
old tradilion and men in the Land are nol
prepared Lo let thal happen so easily. “0ld
habits die hard", as the saying goes.

Disputes amongsl the people are mostly solved
in whal is known as the “melanesian” way. They
never go before the courts although there is
a well-established judicial system Chiefs and
respected members of the community mediate
between dispuling parties and a selllemenl is
usually reached. which involves paymenl of
cash and valuable goods from one party to
another. In many cases the party deemed Lo be
at fault pays & higher amount. This exchange
of paymenls is Lo compensate Lhe viclims of
the dispute and Lo renew Lhe social relalions
which have been damaged as a resull of the
dispute.

| would like Lo discuss in more detail the
specific concepts of Lhe Land bul written
descriptions can never fully reveal a
situation. Why not plan a trip Lo this Land
of the Unexpecled and be surprised for
vourself? After 1995, 1 will be willing to
give you a guided Lour myself and you will
certainly see and experience the unexpected
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"VISIT MALAYSIA YEAR 19947
(= L= 7 HHEE — 19944F)

Mohamad Haran

59, Jalan US] 2/4P

Subang Jaya,

4T600 Petaling Jaya,
Selangor. Malaysia.

Tel :03-7340870

A Little Bit About Malaysia..,

Nahamad farun

(Malaysia)
Malaysia is nol well-known throughout the
world like Singapore. However. for the
information of many, we are Singapore’ s next
door neighbour. To be more precise, Malaysia
is located between Thailand in the north and
Singapore at the south.

| would like to Lake this opportunily Lo
briefly introduce to you a counlry with a
multi-racial community. The Malays, Chinese
and Indians represent the three major races
in Malaysia with varied cultures and
religions. Our ancestors hail [rom different
origins and therefore we are different from
each other in Lerms of look, features and
skin colour even though we are Malaysians to
the rest of Lhe world. A foreigner who visited
Malaysia for the first time will be taken hy
surprise if a Malay, Chinese and Indian are
placed side-by-side and introduced to them as
Malaysians. Dut that's what we are and will
always be.

We have differences in culture and lifestyle
but we share almost everything in Malaysia.




We interact daily at schoel, office and live
a5 neighbours at home. It is no doubt
interesting and fum living in & non-
homogeneous society, bul deflinately il
requires patience and understanding as well,
Nol many counlries in the world with multi-
racial backgrounds have suceeded in
maintaining peace and harmony without much
problem like we have. But you can still hear
voices claiming that they have nol been given
equal rights and treatment in Malaysia.
However, you can observe and judge it for
yoursell il you come to this lush green
tropical counlry.

Our cabinet ministers are represented by the
three major races comprising Malay, Chinese
and Indians. A part from that. women are also
given a fair chance Lo serve as minislers and
depuly ministers in Malaysia. Ino all
organizational set-ups. be it public or
private, we have a mixture of racial groups
both male and female working as a team

It is quite difficult for me to describe in
this write-up a truly exclusive Malaysian
lifestyle due to the cultural difference we
practise. However as time goes by, alter

generalions of mingling in. the three major
races blend in certain cultures such as
having the ‘open house’ Lo celebrate certain
occasions, festivals and celebrations.
Originally this concept can be traced back Lo
the Malay Village folk settling down on Lhe
outskirts of the towns in Maalaysia. IL is
actually an alfair where a large number of
guests consistling of relatives and friends
are invited by a Tamily for a particular
celebralion or occassion. Guests are invited
to a special meal prepared by Lhe host.

This concept is becoming widely popular
amongsl the younger generation in Lowns and
are now adopled by all races in Malaysia. The
interesting parl aboul the ‘open house’ is
that sometimes the host himsell does not know
in advance the exact number of guests coming
to his house. This is especially true in the
villages, Food is prepared on wild estimales
based on previous experience,

In the olden days, invilalions were thrown
ground in the village and sometimes even
extended to a few neighbouring villages.
Managing Lhe whole affair can be very tedious
and tiring, but still it is satisfaction Lhat
counts. The host will feel very proud if the
maximum number of guests turn up at his door
on that day.

Now, Lhis concept has travelled across [rom
the villages to the towns and spread from Lhe
Malays to the other racial groups in Malaysia.
They have adopted this as a new lifestyle hut
of course implemented in a slightly different
way. In a modern society, lime is very
valuable and everybody is busy with their work
and daily commitwents to lend their relatives
and friends a helping hand prior to the open
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house. Unlike in those days in the villages

where the whole affair had survived on a Lrue
spirit of co-operalion among Lhe villagers
themselves. Everybody played their part and
conlributed towards the swecess of the open
house hosted by any village member,

‘Open house” in Malaysia comes Lhroughout the
year because of various racial celebratione
and festivals. In Janwary, the Chinese in
Malaysia celebrate their new year. When March
or April comes. the Malays will take Lheir
turn celebraling their ‘Hari Rava' or new
vear. The Indians celebrate 'Deepavali’ their
‘Festival of lights' sometime in Oectober. In
December. there is the Christmas festival and
Buddhists celebrate their feslival in
.oo.{sorry, | forgot..). And between these
major celebrations you have school holidays
a season of Malay weddings.

When you start receiving many invitation cards
for weddings fellowed the open house hosted
by the family of the bride or bridegroom then
you can tell for sure that the school
holidays are just around the corner even if
you don’ t have any kids at school.

Anyway, the holidays fall in May. August and
November and so are the wedding seasons and
open houses. Every couple will Lry Lo fil in
their wedding plan during the school holidays
s0 that other family members can gather for
the ceremony. Normally the wedding ceremony
will fall either on Saturday afternoon or
Sunday which is a non-working day. [f Lhe
holidays last for three weeks then you only
have three Sundays Lo choose [rom. and that
explains why on one Sunday you have three or
four invitations for weddings to attend.
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In fact, if you happen to be in Malaysia
during one of the school holidays, Lravelling
any road passing several villages, you can
starl counting how many weddings are held. You
can easily distinguish these houses. They
will be decorated and crowded with people in
its compound. Since the host is having an open
house, you may grab this opportunity and pick
vour choice on which house to stop for a free
lunch. You will be surprised to see how they
welcome you, especially a foreigner.

There are Limes where because of Lhe many
invitalions received. one might get confused
over the right house to go to. In the end one
might finish up going to the wrong house
wilhout knowing it until you see the face of
an unfamiliar bride or bridegroom. This
happened once to a friend of mine and the
wost difficult parl of it is to get back the
wedding presenl already handed Lo the father
or mather of the couple. You can close one
eye if the present was bought by you alone.
But how do you explain it to the other friends
if they Loo conlribute to the present? Like
it or not, you have to be thick skinned and
[ind a smart excuse Lo gel back Lhe present
from the host and replace it with cash for
accidently coming and eating at his house.
This normally happens if you are not familiar
with the family of Lhe bride or bridegroom or
the invitation comes [rom somebody whom you
don’ { know very well,

Nowadays, open houses are also held by top
dignitaries such as Lhe King, Prime Minister
and Cabinet Ministers. Usvally they will have
the open house on New Year s day.
Announcements are made on television and radio
and anyone interested may drop by at Lheir
residence at a specific time. Some guesis will



take this opportunity to take photographs
with the King, Prime Minister or any
ministers hosling the evenl.

In 1994, Malaysia will open her door for the
second Lime for Lhe "Visil Malavsia Year
1994', On behalf of Malaysian citizens, |
would like to welcome you all to Malaysia.
There are many places of interest that you
can visit and Lhe cost of living too is much
lower. Your money is worlh much more in
Malaysia.....

VISIT MALAYSIA YEAR 1994"

Mohamad Harun

59, Jalan USJ 2/4P,
Subang Jaya.

4TH00 Petaling Jaya,
Selangor. Malaysia.
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«Milton Rajaratne =Y 52# 8%

I, with my wife, have now settled in Wakavama. and we find the life in the new environment
is more enjoyable. We would like to play games such as volleyball and badminton with you,
to learn how to cook Japanese dishes. and also to exchange our knowledge in culture and
language.
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| came from the island country of Papua New Guinea, south of the Pacific Ocean. My family
joined me in February, and we are presently living in Kada. [ have enrolled al the Wakayama
Univ. Graduate school of Economics to pussue a Masters degree in Business Management. | hope
to complete Lhis programm and return home in March 1995,
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» Aqustin Nunez TAEF B8

| was born in Buenos Aires, Argentina's capital city. 1 have obtained a bachelor of
Political Science in the Univ. of Buenos Aires. | am doing a 2-vear post-graduate course in
Management, looking forward to getting a master in Economics.

| have recentely gol married. and my wife and | are enjoying our life in Japan, and more
precisely here in the City of Wakayama, very much.
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* Souissi Mohsen  Fa=i7. 8N
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In my counlry we speak both Arabic and French. [ was born in an izland in the South of
Tunisia. That’s why | like eating fish so much, And Wakayama is a sea side city. So [ love
Wakayams. Anyway the [ife isn't only #2460, Now my friend Micheal from Nigeria and 1 live in
the country side. We' Il give up studying. | think it's better to to become [armers, isn' L
it? Lnwlead LaafZisis |
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| have & brothers and 2 sisters, and I'm the sixth. My hobby is practicing Tae Kwon Do. |
have T years experience, and now I'm a blackbelt-first degree(—B¥. | hope | can conlinue
practicing it if there are Tae Kwon Do classes here in Wakayama.
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ADDS in Africa

Franck Ekutu Bonzenba

(Zaire)
Several years ago il was Lhought that an AIDS
catastrophe was building in Africa. Just how bad
is it now? What does this mean lor other
countries?

“In certain urban cenlers”, says a recenl reporl
in the seientific magazine Nature. “AIDS is now

the leading cause of mortalily in adults and
one of the main determinants of infant
mortalily”.

So il is pot surprising thal in October 1991 the
heads of commonwealtlh governments who met in

Harare. Zimbabwe. were presented with a
foreboding report on AIDS in Africa. 1t was
revealed that between 50 and 80 percenl of all
hospital beds in some African counlries were
currently occupied by AIDS patients.

Why is Africa sulfering so much? Lel’ s examine
some faclors thal have acceleraled the spread
aof AIDS in the African conlinent.

~The Promiscuous Plague

Today' s promiscuous sexual behavior is the main
propagator of AIDS in Africa. Simply pul,
“sexual rules have largely broken down". The
Lypical route that the infection follows starls
with the prostitute. Female prostilules serve
to spread the epidemic Lo many monogamous women
through contact with promiscuous hushands.

As in many other parts of the world. the young
are particularly prone to promiscuity. One
reporl published by the Alan Gullmacher
Institute in 1981 concluded that young men and
women who do nol engage in sexual inlercourse
during Lhe leenage years are an exceplion”,
Bighty percenl of boys and sevenly percent of
girls claim to have had sexual inlercourse
during their teenager years.

A recenl survey conducted among 377 young people
in South Africa revealed that over 75 percent
regularly engaged in sexval intercourse.

-Disrupted Families

As long as large mumbers of men in their
twenties and thirties are forced to work away
from their wives and families-whether in urhban
factories, mines. planations, or Lrucking
routes-the spread of AIDS will conlinue unabated.
Then there is civil war and political strife.

Lhe spawning grounds for millions of refugees.

“Where Lhere is political and civil war”,

observes AIDS expert Alan Whiteside, “there is
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a breakdown in social behaviour...Refugees
moving from one place to another may provide a
pool of infection and Lhey are likely Lo have

more sexual partners.”

-Medical Disaster

It is little wonder Lhal many are taking a
second look at the practice of transfusing one
of the most virulent propagators of AlDS-blood!
“Contaminated blood remains an importlanl mode of
spread”, says the South Africa Medical Journal,
adding that there is still virtually no
screening in central Africa and al least 60
percenl of donor blood is infected”.

-The Innocent who suflfler

“Mthough HIV in developing countries will
affect women and men in roughly equal numbers”,
says the journal The World Today. the impaci on
women is likely to be...disproportionalely
harsh®. This is especially Lrue of Africa, where
women-severely disadvantaged by illitiracy,

poverty, and migraling husbands-suller in
silence. There is the fear thal while they may
be careful themselves, their partners or their
husbands may not. In reality, as long as Lhere
is AIDS in Africa and, indeed, the rest of world.
innocent victims, including spouses and children.
will suffer.

What is happening in Africa is a warning Lo the
world. Africa is not the only place where
promiscuity is rampant. It is a global
phenomenon:Every sexually active person in Lhe
world with wore than one partner is potentially
at risk.

“If you have 1 lover per year for Byears. and so
do all your lovers, vou will virtually have had
sexual contact with 45 000 people”. This simple
calculation by Dr K. E. Sapire. illustrates Lhe
enormous polential for AIDS infection Lhat
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exists for the sexwally active, Lhus spreading

the epidemic elsewhere.

Trving Lo pin the bhlame for the origin and
spread of AIDS on any particular continent or
national group is pointless and futile, Dr June
Osborn, dean of the School of Public Health at
Lhe University of Michigan, U.5.A. put it
bluntly: *It"s not who you are but what you do.”

Let him that has ears listen. (Matthew 11:15)
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Christmas Party

t 5

(rhiED

Parichat Kanchanavareerat
(Thailand)
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The Christmas party al Mr. Kaise's place was one
af Lthe most enjoyable home parties | have
attended in Japan.

It was December 23, 1992. Most of the loreign
students were picked up by Mr. Golo and Mr.
Kosaka at the Shi-eki. When we arrived. almost
everylhing was ready. Fourteen of us (len
foreign students and four Japanese) started the
parly with the usual KAMPAL, Most of Lhe [ood
was prepared by Mr. Raise. There were roasl
Turkey, barbecued spare ribs, prawns in chilli
sauce and many olhers. Some Lraditional Japanese
food was also brought in by Mr. Goto. All the
food was very delicious! Bvervone ate to their
hearts' content. | supposed. Naturally, the
fourteen people slowly divided themselves inlo
smaller groups of two to four. Bach group
chatled aboul Lhe topics concerning them.
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AlfLter the delightful dinner. Lhere was a
Chrisimas cake provided by Ms. Nakalani. [l was
quickly divided and savoured. Then, Lhere were
the games invented by Ms. Nakatani. Whoever wins
gol a Christmas present. Everybody gol so
exciled that | was sure we made Loo much noise.
However, the games were playved [or so many
rounds Lhat almost everyonme got at least one
presenl. What amused me mosl was a Chinese
student who tried to act as il he were Lhe
master of the game al a casino.

And at last, it was Lime [or Haagen Daz ice-
cream, sponsored by Mr. Kosaka. 11 was a cake
shaped ice-cream

We left Mr. Kaise's place happy and conlenied.
Thank you everybody for having made the parly
such an enjoyable one. Special thanks is
extended to Mr. Kaise for his kind invitalion.
his delicious dishes and his beautiful place
Thank you very much.
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