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Do You Enow Indonesia?

Didik Purwadi

Clndonesia)
First of all, 1 would like Lo take this opporlunity
to inlrodece wy countey to all of you | think many
of you do not know aboul my country, or may have
never heard Lhe word: Indonesial

According Lo my experience while living in Japan [or
more than one year, | can say Lhal to Japanese,
Bali is more [amous Lhan Indonesia. When | Tirst
asked aboul Indonesia nobody knew. Bul then | ashed
ahoul Hali and one person said, “Bari fo? Walashi
mi itta kologn are wo!" And anolher said, “Bari dat -
Lara watashimo wabarinoshila!™ Clapanese pronounce
Bali, “Dari.”)

This is a little bil strange to hear. bub Lroe!
May be you have already pone Lo Bali and, at the
same Lime, dido’ 1 know Indonesis

Indemesia ts the largest wchipelago wm Lhe world.
The archipelago is on Lhe crossroad betwoen Lwo
oeeans, Lthe Pacilic and the Indian. and bridges two
conlinents. Asia and Australis. 11 consists of live
mijor islands and aboul 30 smaller groups. The new
Figure for the tolal number of islands, including
rocks. reels, sandbanks, etc. is 17,508 according tn
the Indonesia Naval Nydro-Oceanographic Office, and
ils slralegic posilion has always influenced Lhe
cultural, social, political and economic 1ife of the
country.

The main islands are: Sumatra which is aboul 4T3 GOG
50 km in size; Java/Madura is 132,107 sq km;
Kalimanlan, which comprises two-lhirds of the island
of Borneo (Lhe other one-third is Malaysia)
measures 539 460 sq km; Sulawesi is 189,216 sy km;
and Irian Jaya is 421, 98] sq ke which iz aboul half
of the world' s sccond largest island, New Guinea.
Indonesia’ s other islands are smaller in sive and
include the most lamous island: Bali.

My country doesn’ L have summer or winler. The
climale changes overy six monlhis. There are Lwo
seasons, Lhe dry season from April to September, and
Lhe rainy season [rom October Lo March of Lhe
following year. For this reason. Lhe best Lime Lo
#0 Lo Indonesia is between July and August, which
is the same time as Japan’ s summer vacalion. The
weather is effected by the large number of islands
and mountaing in Lhe country.

The rivers in my counlry are nol only for
irrigation. And mosl rivers serve as useluol
Lransportalion roules. Yoo can also sce markets on
some river systems where both buyers and sellers
use small boals. On Jaya, Lhe Pengawan Solo, Citarum
and Hranlas rivers are used for irrigation
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According Lo the 1990 Population Census. the tola)
number of the counlry's population is 1793
million. With the dissolution of the former Soviel
Union in 1981, Indmesie is now the world' s fourth
populous coumtry after China, Indiz and the Uniled
States. The size of Java and Madura islands js less
than T8 of total land mass of Indonesiz. but 708 of
the population lives on Java and Madura alone, By
contrast. Kalimantan and Irian Jaya. Logether
comprise more than 50% of the counlry’s total land
mass, but only contain some 5§ of the sation's total
population,

IT you want to enjoy many kinds of traditiional
cultore, you also can find it in Indonesia. Each
province of Indonesia has special traditional
dances, songs. instruments and art. Examples are the
traditional puppets wavang kulit and wavang polek
Puppels of the mavamg Bulit shadow play are mde of
colorfully painted leather. while the wayane golek
puppets are colorfully dressed wooden puppets. Both
the wayang Fulit and wavang golek theatres are
operated by the dorang who makes the puppel speak in
different voices. Al the same time, the daramg is a
composer, improviser. producer, orator. Singer,
dance master and stage manager. Wavang fulif and
uayang polek performances are accompanied by the po
melan Javanese musical instruments. The wavany kulit
i5 very popular in Central Java. while the IV
golek is popular in West Java. The famus dances and
dramas of Java and Bari are derived from Hindu
mythology. Batik is also an important part of
Indonesian culture. Balik is one form the
traditional arts of Java.

The Indonesian governemni permits Tive religions:
Islam. Protestant. Catholic. Buddhist and Hindu,
Each religion has a special national holiday.
Although Christmas (December 25). is a special day
For Protestants and Catholics. it is a holiday for
all Indonesian people. The majorily of lndonesian
people are Islam {about B0X). Jrdmesia is the wor-
Id' s most populous Islamic nalion. 1f you go to oy
country. you will see how we can live peacefully,
even with many different religions and cultures,
Most people are Islamic: however. they are respeclul
ol the other minority religions. The government's
main target is to improve Indonesia’s religious
Iife and to offer wide opportunities for religious
followers to understand. comprehend and implement
their respective religious teachings completely by
fostering harmony among the various religious
followers throughout Indonesia.
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Hofsen Souissi
(Tunisia)

Tunisin is localed on Lhe norlhern coasl of Lhe
African continent and is bound by the Mediterranean
aea Lo Lhe north. Libya Lo the southeast, and
Algeria Lo Lhe wesl

[ee to ils stralegic position (close Lo BEurope, parl
uf the Arab world and located in AMrica). Tunisia
has been kept open Lo virteal Iy every historie
inflience in Lhe area

Throughout history, successive waves of people have
passed through Tunisia, shaping e counlry amd its
culture. The primilive people were Berbers. Setlled
in Lhe 12th century B.C. by Phoenicians, Tunisia
became (Gth cent. B.C.) the center of the powerful
cily stale of Carthage. which wes built in 814 B.C.
and destroved by Rome in 146 B.C. Arab Moslems.
woving oul of the Arabian Peninsula and across whal
is now Deypl and Libya. conguered Tunisia and much
of Lhe rest of Morlh Afvica in the sevenlh century
and the Berber populalion wias converled to [slam
The indigenous populalion gradual ly assimilaled Lo
Arab costoms., aond Tunisia became a center of
Islamic culture

Turkey conquerad Tunisia o 153 and roled il under
Lhe Ottoman Bepire. unlil Lhe French colonizalion.
In 1881, France established a proteclorale over
Tunisin. The country relaing a cullural and
comercial legacy from this period

10 wase' t undil 1956 thal independence was achieved
in Tunisia, and in V95T, Lhe counlry Dbecime a
republic willh Habib Bourgwiba as president.
Bourguiba roled unlil he was ousted by Lhe carrent
president, Line el- Abiding Ben ALD, o 8T

Although Tunisia has known many diflerenl
flourishing civilizations., all which contribuled Lo
shape the Tunisian personality, mone of then bas bed
as slrong an inlluence on Lhe Tunisian peoples as
did the lslamic civilization due o it' s fruitful
conlribulions to Lhe sociely and ils deep
huwanilarian characteristics. Waile prowd of their
Arab-Islamie idenbity., Tunisian people are cqually
altached to Ltheir African and Medilerranean
membership and are open Lo other cullores,

Customs of the Tonisian people vary [rom localion bo
localion. There are a lol of costoms, most of Lhem
similar to those of Muslim aod Arab counbrics. Among
Lhem is “"Ramadhan.” Lhe moulh of fasting [or
Wuslims, and il is penerally observed by Tunisbans.
As Lhe sunsel approaches. Shops close and slreets
are deseriod since overy person relorns home to
break Uhe Fasting with all family members. You can
easily witness Lhe silenl sunsel. The voice of the
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muezzine (person calling for prayer) can be heard in
Lhe sky swmmoning people to prayer in the calm and
splendor. However, al night shops reopen and the
sireets become very lively and full of poople. This
fasting month is ended by a Testival which is an
pecasion for all family wembers Lo meet for
celebrations, donalions and reconcilialions.

Popular atiractions include beautiful sandy beaches
on Lhe Mediterranean coast, architecturdal remaing of
the Homan Empire., Lhe sile of Lhe ancient
Phoenician cily of Carthage, as well as old Islamic
mosques. And every region has a special attraclion
Wt widely differs [rom Lhe olher.

In the south, below the Chotl Djerid and other salt
fakes, stretchies Lhe SAHARA deserl. The land appears
will dunes. A chain of oases are dotled along Lhe
road around springs which have been invaded by sand
The palm is a sacred Lree blessed with sweel [roil
(rich in sugar and & very nourishing source of
cel lnlose used in Japan [or Okunumiakil. Nefla, wilh
its 100 springs, 200 wonuments as well as its
mosques, 15 # lovely oases and Tozeuwr will its
remarkable architecture and ils houses buill with
Lricks iz an allractive cily of Lhe deserl. farzis
has beaulilul beaches along which are numerous
hotels and clubs. Jerba, the biggest island of
Tunizia. is clear and silent with beautiful
beaches: i1 is a quiel garden covered by palm trees.

FamIdToRT

Moving north Lo Uhe cenler towards the castern coasl
of Tunizsia Sousse heads a series of coaslal Lowns
which huddle Logether along Lhe Mediterrancan Sea:
Monaslir with its inlerpational airporl, Moknin
with its tradilional jewel Lrade. and Mahdia with
itg Tishing porl are aming a8 few. This arca around
Sousse has a moderale to mild climale. This mildness
uas well as the beaches of Sousse. Monastir and
Mahlia favors all the pleasures a scaside resort can
offer. Moving Lo the center of Tunisia away [rom
the coasl is Kairwan, the firsl capital of lslam in
north Alrica. Ils minaret and old architectural
remaing of Islamic area are the mosl soughl after by
visilors.

The northern parl of the country presents the green
coral coast of Tuniszia This region is characterized
by ils Lhree undred km coastline wilh ils backdrop
of green hills. The biggest cily of this northern
area is Bizerta. Ain Draham is ove of Lhe Tavorite
desLinalions [or Tunisians in search ol greencry and
sparkling fresh air.

Finally, Tunis" remains of the cily of Carthage and
the old Arabic cily are the mosl imporlanl areas to
visit, and Lhe northwest parl of Tunisia (Nabeal,
llamamet) represents an encyclopedia of landscapes.
A climale, always temperate and agrecable. creales
an atmosphere of constant enjoymenl among Lhe
beauty and Lthe many altractions Lhat Tunisia has Lo
nffer.
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