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by Country Is Dragging...

Zaire is a continental country in central Africa,
with rich ratural potentialities. | sometimes meet
people in Japan who know the history of the second
World War and remember well that one country in the
world escaped that war with no debt incurred— That
country was Belgium. The explanation was clear:
because of the enommous natural resources of Zaire
(then, Congo—kinshasa), a Belgian colony, Belgium
could support easily its war effort by massively
exporting Zairean s gold, cobalt. copper, uranium
diamond and s0 forth. Wy is it that now Zaire has
so many social, political and economic problems
{when its underground remains still rich)? We will
not try to answer that question as there are too
many parameters to weigh: however, we can map the
evolution of the political situation since it's
i ndependence.

1. In the 1960s: Zaire pot its independence. That
was a turning point since we'd have to govern
ourselves. But the scramble for power soon started
between young political leaders; here and there
throughout the country wars happened between
factions.

(At that time, | was young (less than 4 years old).
| was living with my parents in the central region
in my birthplace called. Cogqlalwille. During the
troubled period my grandmother prepared a shelter
for all her family by dipging a hole under her bed
in arder to protect us from the warring factions. )

2. In 1965: The President Mobutu (president until
now) oot the control of the poverrment by the means
of a coup—d —etat. That was an other tuming point.
He suspended all political parties and restored
peace in parts of the country admismeum.to
get our people to return again to work. It wasn t
long before the economy of the country rose to the
point where it was at the time of it' s accession to
independence; and thereafter Mobutu' s fame

strenghened,

3. In the 1970s: Mobutu started a clear drive to
dictatorship, reinforcing his power and imitating
Mao' s China and other communist structures. And
without adapting to the real needs of the country
he sought continental political |leadership (Perhaps
the source of his conflict with the Libyan s
Kadhati?) This was the begimning of his downfall {in
terms of reputation and honour). His goverrment
was also accused several times of corruption. This
situation lasted until 1990, during which nobody
inside the country could express freely his feel inos
for fear of beatings!

4. In the 1990s: As a result of the people's
pressure, Mobutu announced in a presidential news
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conference his agreement for the democratization of
the Republ ic. That was our third turning point
which also sounded |ike Mobutu' s surrender and the
collapse of the dictate which has however survived
under other forms.

MNow, we are in the transit period to democratization
and the negotiations about the new constitution and
the shape of the so—called third Republ ic are still
dragging: we have had our Sovereign Nationmal
Conference, the Conclave; and the negotiation of the
People’ s House and so forth. The President. feeling
betrayed by his companions who are mostly leading
the opposition, seems to work actively for the
failure of most of the negotiations. and all his
principal opponents are experiencing defections in
their own parties at every turn

However, all our intelligentsia believe that our
country is a leading force in Africa and that
justice, peace and competence for the next
president are reguired to show the country s power.
Matural resouces are abundant and we now have enough
knowledge to develop the country with the
cooperation of other industrialized countries.
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= Julia Marcela Casas Cortes A2 o789

| came [rom Monlerrey, Mexico. Montcrrey is
an industrial city and the third largest
state. In Japan | Tound very [riendly and
kindly people. but 1 still [eel homesick-
ness. | owish Lo go Lo my counlry on Summer
vacal ions.
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= Lilfigar Zainuddin = L —2 7 8%

llello! My name is Zulfigar Zainuddin. You
can call me Finar. | come from Kuala Lumpur,
Malaysia. | am 20 years old. Al the moment.
| am staying at the Universily of Wakayama




Internalional Nouse. | am studyiog al Lhe
Faculty of Economics, University of Wakayami
My hobbies inclede travelling, playving
soccer, badminton and various other sporls
and listening Lo music. As | will be in
Japan Tor amother 4 years, | am hoping to
gain as mech experience. see Lhe sighls and
make as many friends as possible
Therelore, | hope thal you will be able Lo
make my stay in Japan an enjoyalle and
unforgetable one!
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Helto Lo everybody!

My name is Nathalie Sakai and | come [rom
Perth, Western Australia | have been study-
ing Japanese for aboul 10 years, and Lhis

iz my second Lime in Japan. | have come back
Lthis Lime Lo hopefully improve my Japancse.
AL University in Australia 1 am majoring in
International Business and Asian stodies
{Japancse). As 1| should be [inished in about
a year. | decided Lo come Lo Japan and do
someihing aboul my Japanese. | decided on
coming here to Wakayama hecause my hushand
is from Wakayama, and oul of sheer luck
Lthere happened Lo be an exchange program
belween Wakayama and my Universily in
Australia. So, here | am! My aim during the
nexl Len months is Lo sludy hard, enjoy
mysell and Tinally go home with a higher
level of Japanese. | hope Lhal this gives
you # small insight as Lo Lhe person Lhat |
am  LALL. BhadinlLEd,
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